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GOD'S PEOPLE BUILDING...BRICK BY BRICK!

JULY 29 THROUGH AUGUST 4, 2022!

THIS WEEK PASTOR AARON ASKS: "HOW
MIGHT YOUR POSSESSIONS THREATEN
YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD?"
Greetings, Friends!
Most of us have probably wondered, “Can you really have too much of a good thing?” In this
week’s Gospel lesson, Jesus cautions us against allowing an abundance of possessions to
lead us into spiritual bankruptcy. This doesn’t mean that our possessions are evil, because all
that we have comes from God. However, when we start hoarding the wealth God has already
given us, Jesus warns us that there is a risk that we will forget to trust in God to provide for us
tomorrow just as God has done for us today.
Jesus tells a story about a man who already had an abundance of crops stored up in his barns.
But when he was blessed with such a fruitful yield that even his barns couldn’t contain it, he
had to decide what was he to do. He could have filled his own barns and then consulted with
his God, possibly leading him to share his surplus crops with others in his community who

might not have received such a bountiful harvest. But when he consorts only with himself, he
plots to tear down his own barns, in order to hoard his “ample goods,” so that he might “relax,
eat, drink, [and] be merry!” (Luke 12:19) In this moment, the man is revealed as a fool, for he is
amassing for himself a fortune that he will not live to enjoy, all while leaving himself spiritually
destitute. Based on this story, Jesus would have us learn that we cannot possibly hope to reap
the riches of God’s kingdom, so long as we are continually preoccupied with amassing for
ourselves the wealth of this world.
As we prepare for worship this week, I invite you to read our two Scripture lessons. In the Old
Testament, we’re reading from the book of the prophet Hosea, chapter eleven, verses one
through eleven. And in the New Testament, we’re reading from the twelfth chapter of the
Gospel According to Luke, verses thirteen through twenty-one. Following your reading, you will
also benefit from reflecting upon these questions:
How might your possessions threaten your relationship with God?
How might you use any abundance to become “rich toward God?”
Of course, God’s blessings of spiritual abundance abound whenever we gather for worship! I
hope we’ll be able to join together this week, whether in person or “virtually.” Worship begins
each Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary at 718 Court Street. Our gatherings are
viewable through our live webcast at the same day and time on the congregation’s YouTube
channel. Following worship, please look for the archived videos of worship on our YouTube
channel, should you need to experience worship at another time.
Let us come to Jesus, who reveals to us the true riches of the kingdom of God. And as we
receive these riches in abundance, let us welcome others to come into worship with us, so
that they too might share in the rich rewards that God bestows upon all who place their trust
in our God who provides us with all that we need.

May grace and peace be yours in abundance!

Hear the Word: Looking Ahead Toward Sunday, July 31, 2022

WORSHIP & REFLECTION THIS WEEK!
IN-PERSON WORSHIP
SERVICE IN THE
SANCTUARY!
Sunday, July 31, 2022
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost (Year C)
Livestream on YouTube: https://bit.ly/fpcfultonyoutube
Liturgical Color: Green
Usher Captain: Tanner Russell
Acolyte: Jill McCaulley
Old Testament Lesson: Hosea 11:1-11
Gospel Lesson: Luke 12:13-21
Sermon by: Rev. Aaron J. White

The Burden of Abundance
Our possessions in this world can quickly shift from being a gift to being a burden. Everything
that we have can rightly be understood as a gift from God. But just because it was given as a
gift does not mean that the gift cannot be manipulated and abused. If we receive an
abundance, then we are not only able to trust in the one who has provided for our needs, but
we should also be able to share our surplus so that we are not overburdened with a
preoccupation with wealth.
At the same time, when we use our wealth for the benefit of others, we allow them to become
witnesses to not only the abundance of material gifts that we all share, but also to know the
gift of the treasure of heaven, which we have received and which God also so deeply wants to
share with all of us who are the children of God! In the story that Jesus tells about how wealth
can be an opportunity or a hazard, we learn of the folly of a man who failed to place his trust in
God. When he was planning to build himself bigger barns, perhaps what he should have done
instead was to build for God’s people a longer table!
Additional readings from the Revised Common Lectionary:
Psalm 107:1-9, 43; Colossians 3:1-11
Hymns This Week!
Hymn of Praise: 438 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
Hymn of Reflection: #353 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
Hymn of Dedication: #450 Be Thou My Vision
Kyrie Eleison: #577 Lord, Have Mercy
Gloria: #581 Glory Be to the Father
Children’s Moment: #659 Know That God Is Good
Congregational. Blessing: #544 Bless the Lord
A Reminder: Please see below for current COVID-19 Safety Protocol.

VBS PUTS KIDS ON A ROLL WITH GOD!

THANK YOU VBS VOLUNTEERS!

LET'S CELEBRATE WITH ST. JAMES
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH!

HELP SPREAD THE WORD: CLICK ON THE
FLYER TO DOWNLOAD A PRINTABLE PDF!

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED:
MAKE A DONATION OR
VOLUNTEER TODAY!
LAST DAY FOR DONATIONS IS SUNDAY, JULY 31
All other items are welcome before that date and will be taken upstairs for sorting and
pricing.
We ask that all donated items, such as infant & children clothing (up to size 12-14) be in a
good, clean condition.
Any children’s toys and electronics be in good working order (include any adaptors and
manuals).
All furniture in good stable condition.
Items that are NOT accepted include: teenage and adult clothing, tube televisions, old
computers, mattresses, old text books and magazines.
SET UP ,TAKE DOWN, & PRICING HELP IS NEEDED AUGUST 7TH THROUGH AUGUST 21ST!
We will start setting up after Church on Sunday August 7th.
Final cleanup on August 21st.
In between, workers are needed to price, move, & arrange items.
SALE DAY VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR BOTH FRIDAY, 8/19 & SATURDAY, 8/20!
To help in any of the above areas:
Contact Mary Osburn at maryosburn1959@gmail.com to sign up to help!

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THIS NEW MENTAL
HEALTH HOTLINE?

PLEASE BRING DONATIONS
EACH WEEK FOR OUR
YOUNG DISCIPLES' FISHES &
LOAVES OFFERING!
SERVE, Inc.'s Food Pantry provides fresh produce, canned and dry
goods, as well as frozen foods and meats to clients once a month based on availability.
Personal hygiene products, cleaning supplies, household items, baby products and pet
supplies may also be distributed pending availability. Food Pantry assistance is offered to
individuals in need, regardless of income.
Each Sunday the children of our church collect donations of canned and shelf-stable food and
place it in the Little Red Wagon on the way to their Children's Moment time with Pastor White.
Once per month, these donations are delivered to SERVE's Food Pantry for distribution to
those in need in our community.
If you would like to participate, but forget to bring your food donation to church, you may
"purchase" an item from the tables in the Narthex and Lobby by dropping a monetary donation
into the plastic collection jars.

THERE ARE MANY PLACES IN OUR
CHURCH FOR A SERVANT HEART! CHECK
OUT THESE OPPORTUNITIES!
HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Can You Provide Meals for Our House & Others?
Church Lock-Up Volunteers are Needed! .
Save Moser's Receipts & Best Choice Labels for our Building
Fund!
NAACP Meetings are Held 6:30 pm on the 2nd Monday of
Each Month
Save Egg Cartons & Plastic Grocery Bags for SERVE, Inc.
Have you thought of joining the FPC Choir or Bell Choir?
Spread the Word to All of the Middle & High School Students in Your Life: The Rock is
Back!
Would you like to join the Usher Team?
Would Your Child Like to be an Acolyte?
Would you like to learn how to livestream worship services?
Work with the Property Committee on Periodic Clean-Up & Maintenance Sessions!
AND, SO MUCH MORE!
CONTACT PASTOR WHITE OR ANY MEMBER OF SESSION TO HELP FIND THE
BEST WAY FOR YOU TO USE YOUR SERVANT'S HEART & HANDS AT FPC!

COVID-19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS
COVID-19 Safety Protocols by the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Fulton.

Effective November 28, the wearing of masks when entering the church building is optional.
All other COVID-19 Safety Protocols remain in place. This includes the observance of social
distance, using disposable Communion elements, and no contact collection of the offering.
Our church COVID-19 Safety Protocols extend to all church activities.

OFFICE HOURS & CONTACT
INFORMATION!
How to Contact Rev. Aaron White
Rev. Aaron White is holding virtual office hours at this time.
Please call him on his cell phone, (573) 590-3136 or contact him
by email pastor@fultonpresbyterian.org.

How Will I Continue Giving During This Time?
Checks for pledges and offerings, and documents that are normally hand-delivered on Sunday
mornings can be mailed to:
First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 6037, Fulton, MO 65251

If you prefer online giving, use our new GIVE+ Online giving system through the website or the
GIVE+ Mobile app.
Our committees Gmail accounts that can be used to email them suggestions, concerns, and
thanks. The addresses are:
Session Clerk, "clerk@fultonpresbyterian.org”
Administration Committee, "administration@fultonpresbyterian.org”
Christian Education Committee, "education@fultonpresbyterian.org"
Fellowship Committee, "fellowship@fultonpresbyterian.org"
Mission Committee, "mission@fultonpresbyterian.org”
Congregational Care Committee, "pastoralcare@fultonpresbyterian.org”
Property Committee, "property@fultonpresbyterian.org”
Worship Committee, "worship@fultonpresbyterian.org"
Communications, "communications@fultonpresbyterian.org"

WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH!
Facebook

@FPCFulton

First Presbyterian Church is located at 718 Court Street in
historic downtown Fulton, Missouri. Worship services, under
the direction of Rev. Aaron White, are held each Sunday
morning. For more information, go to:
www.fultonpresbyterian.org or find us on Facebook or on
Twitter @FPCFulton.
Subscribe to our YouTube channel:
https://bit.ly/fpcfultonyoutube
718 Court Street, Fulton, MO, …

communications@fultonpres…

573-642-5541

fultonpresbyterian.org

